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Theworld Marinefisheries
Neama A. Sallam
National Institute of Oceanography and Fisheries - Alexandria
Summary

In the economic importance of sea cucumber to contain the high nutritional
value in the addition to its uses in medicine, and therefore, this research aimed to
study; (1) the biological characteristics of sea cucumber; (2) Its importance for the
marine environment; (3) evolution of its production from the world marine fisheries;
(4) Evolution of its world exports; (5) Relative importance of its production from the
world marine fisheries; and (6) Management of its world marine fisheries. Some
statistical and mathematical methods have used to achieve the purposes of study,
including the linear model, the regression model, the annual averages, and the
percentages. It was found from the results of the analysis during the study period
(1991-2005) that:

» World production of sea cucumber is about 21.3 thousand tons per year and an
increase of around 1.1% annually. Japan, Indonesia, the United States of America
and Korea's most important countries in the production, contributing 90.6% of
the total world production.

» The sea cucumber is one of the sources of the hard currency in many countries,
especially in the countries of Southeast Asia, where the size of world exports
about 6.9 thousand tons per year or the equivalent of about 37.5 million dollars
annually. And export prices raised by about 82%.

» The production quantities and the exports prices explains about 43% of the annual
changes in the size of exports. Increasing the production quantities by 10% is
estimated to increase size of exports by 7.8% and increasing of exports prices by
10% is estimated to decrease size exports by 8.2%.

* Fisheries Management of sea cucumber will not only be done through a series of
integrated programs, and most important of these programs to reduce over-fishing
because of serious damage to the environmental system consisting of integrated
mariculture, and to prevent fishing in the seasons of reproduction and in the lengths
of certain, and the establishment of Natural Protect areas (N.P) of its fisheries, and
exchange in the different types of fishing, due to its importance to human and the
marine environment.
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